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NERIS Readiness Checklist
for Fire Departments
Nine things to verify before your department's transition. Work through it in an afternoon; it prevents
months of cleanup.

NFIRS was decommissioned in January 2026 and NERIS is now the national standard for fire incident reporting. Most
of what goes wrong in a transition is decided before it starts — who owns the account, whether the data is clean, and
whether your vendor's integration is real.

1 Register your department in NERIS and confirm who owns the account.

Recover access now if a former chief or admin registered it.

2 Map your FDIDs and stations.

List every FDID you report under. Decide who submits for each, and whether your software manages all of them
from one system.

3 Confirm your state's requirements with the state fire marshal.

States adopted NERIS on different schedules; some kept parallel state-level requirements.

4 Ask your RMS vendor: “Is your NERIS integration certified and live today — can you show us a

department submitting through it?”

Roadmaps are not integrations. FSRI publishes the certified integration partners at neris.fsri.org/integration-
partners.

5 Ask your RMS vendor: “What happens to our NFIRS history?”

It should stay searchable and reportable next to NERIS records — not archived into a flat file.

6 Clean your data before it moves.

Close incomplete incident reports, reconcile the member roster, fix known bad addresses.

7 Check every point solution's NERIS plan — alerting apps included.

Some vendors have no NERIS roadmap at all.

8 Brief the people who write reports.

NERIS changes incident structure, not just codes. Train officers before go-live.

9 Set a validation habit.

Decide who reviews submissions and how errors get caught before they're federal records.
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